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NEW YEAR'S EVE ON THE ROCKS!

HANOI ROCKS NEW YEAR'S GIG/CARIBIA 994-HALL,TURKU, FINLAND
SUPPORT-NEGATIVE

THE AUDIENCE IN THE FULLY PACKED HOUSE GOT WHAT THEY HAD COME FOR;

LIGHTS,SMOKE,GLITTER AND RQCK'N'ROLL WAS ON OFFER WITH A "NO APOLOGIES"
KIND OF ATTITUDE WHEN HANOI ROCKS ROCKED THEIR LAST GIG IN 2003 AND

AT THE SAME TIME THEIR FIRST GIG IN 2004,

THE MAIN FOCUS WAS NATURALLY MAINLY ON THE "GUITAR-DEPARTMENT":
HOW DID SIR LOMBARD HANDLE REPLACING COSTELLO,HOW GREAT WAS ANDY
MC COY GOING TO BE AND THE GREATEST EXPECTATIONS BEING UPON NASTY

SUICIDE VISITING WITH HANOI ROCKS.

AS IN THE "INTRO" BATMAN AND ROBIN GET THEIR BATMOBILE STARTED,
THE BAND GLIMMERING IN THE LIGHTS HIT THE STAGE STARTING THEIR SET
WITH THE -80'S ENCORE~STANDARD IN THE YEAR '79/IT'S TCO LATE,

IF THERE EVER WAS ANY DOUBT IN ANYBODY'S MIND, IT BECAME OEVIOUSLY
CLEAR AT THIS POINT THAT THE ROCK'N'ROLL SHOW WAS IN TOWN!

OBSCURED, DELIRIOUS AND A DAY LATE,A DOLLAR SHORT,DRIVING THE CROWD
WILD,WERE SILUNG OUT WITH NO MERCY, THE BAND PLAYED TIGHTLY AND, IF
ANYONE WAS THERE TO ACT AS "ROCK-PQLICE" TO CHECK ON THE POSSIBLE
"GAP" LEFT BY COSTELLO'S ABSENCE,EVEN THE MOST STUCK-UP PESSIMIST
WCULD HAVE TO ADMIT THAT HANOI ROCKS HANDLED THE SITUATION BRILLIANTLY,
PLAYING FAMILIAR SONGS FROM TWELVE SHOTS ON THE ROCKS WITH

NO FRILLS,WITH CONFIDENCE AND AN EXTRAORDINARY NONCOMPROMISING
ATTITUDE, THEY LEFT . NO ROCM FOR SPECULATION ABOUT THE GROUP'S
DEDICATION TO THEIR WORK;
BAD NEWS AND WHATCHA WANT CONTINUED THE ENERGY EXPLOSION,
THE CROWD WAS WELL WITH IT ALL THE WAY AND MICHAEL MONROE TOOK
ADVANTAGE OF THE ENTIRE STAGE, LEAPING WILDLY ALL ABOUT THE PLACE

AND CLIMBING ON TOP OF THE FA-SPEAKERS."WE NEED PEOPLE LIKE ¥YQU! §¥OU'NEED

iPLE[JKQ A MOMENT TO CATCH CUR EBREATH,BUT NOT CHANGING THE GREAT MOOD AND
ME! Y 2TMOSPHERE ONE BIT,WHEN PATE FLINTSTONE ON THE KEYBOARDS STARTED OFF

IN MY DARKEST MOMENT.
THEN IT WAS TIME FOR SIR LOMBARD TO STEP ASIDE, THE MAN HAD DONE

A GREAT JOB, A PROFESSIONAL AS HE IS.
FCR A MOMENT THE FEELING WAS UNREAL; IT WAS AS IF HANOI ROCKS HAD

OFENED UP FOR HANQI ROCKS!

A MAN IN BLACK,NEATLY CUT HAIR,A GIESON LES PAUL AND A HAPPY GREETING
TO THE AUDIENCE,EVEN IF PEOPLE HAD COME TO THE EVENT FOR DIFFERENT
REASONS ; WHEN NASTY,MICHAEL AND ANDY WENT AT IT TOGETHER ONCE AGAIN
-IT WAS AS IF AN ELECTRIC CURRENT HAD GONE THROUGH THE SEA CF PEOPLE,.
THAT KIND OF AN ATMOSPHERE SURELY CAN'T HAVE LEFT ANYONE COLD,

ORIENTAL 'BEAT, UNDERWATER WORLD, HITS WE WANTED AND HITS WE GOT.
WHEEN NASTY SANG ON HIGHSCHOOL "A,B,C,D,E,F.G, HOW I LOVE ANATOMY,
2+2 AND 3+3..." IT WAS OBVIOUS THAT THIS REFORMED ACADEMY GRADUATE
HAD ALREADY PREVIOQUSLY GRADUATED FROM A DIFFERENT TYPE OF SCHOOL;
THE HANOI ROCKS ROCK'N*ROLL HIGHSCHOOL!
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NASTY WAS CLEARLY ENJOYING HIMSELF ON STAGE AND SO WERE MICHAEL AND

ANDY. THIS WAS ONCE AGAIN A NIGHT WHEN THE BAND WAS REALLY "ON"., WHILE

ANDY CONCENTRATED ON THE ESSENTIAL,LACU AND TIMPA LAID A STEADY FOUNDATION
ACCOMPANIED BY PATE'S KEYBOARDS, NASTY ADDED SUCH A ROCK'N'ROLL ELEMENT

TO THE "HANOI-WALL-OF-SOUND" THAT ONE COULD ONLY BE THANKFUL FOR COSTELLO'S
ABSENCE.

MICHAEL HANDED OUT SPARKLERS TO THE AUDIENCEVE%%ED IF IT WOULD BE
POSSIBLE TC REMOVE THE HALL'S CEILING, SO THAT WE COULD SEE THE NEW YEAR'E
FIREWORKS.SURELY NOBODY CARED ABOUT MISSING THE FIREWORKS THIS TIME AS
NOBODY LEFT THE BUILDING.

I CAN'T GET IT, DONT'T YOU EVER LEAVE ME:ANDY TOLD WS ABOUT LOVE AND
MIGHT HAVE EVEN CRACKED A SMILE OR TWO DURING THE GIG?

THOSE WHO HAD CAUGHT NASTY A FEW DAYS BEFORE IN HELSINKI JOINING IN FOR
TWO SONGS IN THE SECOND ENCORE AT HANOI ROCKS' SHOW AT THE TAVASTIA-CLUB,
WERE PROBABLY THE HUNGRIEST FROM THE “APFETIZER" THEY HAD BEEN SERVED
AND WERE NOW DEVOURING A BIGGER PORTION QF THIS RARE DELICACY:..OF WHICH
THERE WAS AN ABUNDANCE ESTILL TO COME: TRAGEDY,MALIBU BEACH AND HP AROUND
THE BEND, WHICH FINISHED THE SET. NASTY HAD RETURNED AS IF HE HAD NEVER
BEEN GONE,

HANOI ROCKS LEFT THE STAGE, BUT ONLY FOR A MOMENT BECAUSE THE CROWD
UNDERSTANDABLY DEMANDED MORE:"I'LL BE YOUR...TAXI DRIVER!..." AND THOSE
WHO HAD EXPERIENCED THE BAND ABCUT 20 YEARS BEFORE COULD REALLY REMINISCE.
WHEN THE LAST ECHOES OF FEEL ALRIGHT HAD FINALLY FADED QUT, THERE WAS NOQ
DOUBT THAT EVERYONE FRESENT REALLY DID "FEEL ALRIGHT" TO SAY THE LEAST.

THE YEAR HAD CHANGED AND OQUTSIDE ALL KINDS OF ROCKETS WERE WHIZZING ARQUND
AND LIGHTING UP THE SKY. THE NEW YEAR'S CLIMAX HAD BEEN REACHED AND THE
FIREWORK DISPLAY HAL BEEN REPLACED BY REAL LIVE AMMO, CQURTESY OF HANOIL
ROCKS!

OBVIOUSLY NASTY WOULD BE OUR FAVORITE MAN FOR THE JCOE,BUT WHOEVER MAY
END UP IN HIS PLACE IN 2004, HANOI ROCKS SEEMS MORE THAN READY TO TAKE ON
ANY NEW CHALLENGES THE FUTURE MAY HOLD...

ILKKA JOHANSSON



